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Dare Greatly: Summon Your Courage, and Risk Something Big!

It's pledge time folks!

Our church has always been one that
acts with courage and takes big risks for
the sake of something good. As we have
recounted over these past few weeks, we
have consistently taken risks for justice,
from supporting refugees to becoming
open and affirming, from Nickelsville to
becoming a Racial Justice Church.

X

Every day in our church, people from our congregation
and the wider community work to improve the lives of
those around us through preschool programs, drop-in
daycare, high school programs, food packing, and
many more activities that the walls of our building
make possible. And over the years, generations of our
fore-bearers have given generously to build our build-
ing, fund our endowments, clothe, feed and house
those in need, and to help others locally and globally.

Good Works!

November 10, gather after worship in Ostrander Hall

Curious about our five ministries
and what they are doing?
Find a place for your spiritual gifts and strengths to
grow!
Come to learn more about the amazing

good works going on in our faith community!
Maybe have a conversation about being courageous,
and how you might like to step into something new?

Wondering what Children’s Ministry is doing?

Parish Care? Love & Justice?

Come to the Good Works! gathering!
You can even get coached on how to sign up on
myUCUCC — bring your laptop or tablet!

Do you sometimes feel helpless in our hurting world?
Do yon want to make a change today and leave a legacy of
helping others?

Pledging to the Church is one way each of us can make
a difference in our community and beyond. Our pledg-
es make all this good work possible and are one of the
many ways in which we work to bring forth God’s vi-
sion of justice, peace, and everlasting love to our world.
Please join us in pledging to the church and note the
following dates:

¢+ Nov 3, 2019: Pledge Dedication Sunday
¢ Nov 10, 2019: Good Works!
11:30 in Ostrander Hall
Thank you for your continued commitment & bravery.

~ Your 2019 Stewardship Pledge Campaign Committee
Rachael Brackett, Virginia Felton, Allison Hastings,
Miranda Meyer, Sven Peterson, Anna Van Pelt, David
Anderson

Start with a bowl of chili and salad with someone you
know, or someone you want to know!

All committees, action teams, and ministries are
invited to have a table showcasing your group’s
purpose and opportunities!

Contact Vicki Farmer vickifarmer@hotmail.com
to reserve a table, contribute chili, help with set-up,
serving, or clean-up!

This event is sponsored by the Engagement Committee
and completes our Let your Light Shine campaign.
Committee includes: Jan von Lehe, Virginia Felton,

Ed Coleman, Patrice Tabor, Nancy Edquist, Mary Sue
Galvin and Pastor Catherine Foote.
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Below are brief descriptions of their activities in the Borderlands
See www.gvs-samaritans.org for more information.

Desert Searches: Operation Streamline (OS):

¢ Four to five times/week for 6-8 hours/day we ¢ Twice a week, we observe OS. This is Tucson’s fast
search the desert for people in need of food, water -track, federal criminal court which processes
or medical aid. migrants.

Water Drops: English as a Second Language (ESL) in Nogales,

¢ Twice a week for 5-7 hours/day we drop water in Sonora:
the desert to save lives. ¢ Weekly, we teach young asylum seekers phrases to

prepare them for their future journeys.

El Comedor:

¢ Tuesdays, we setve food to migrants/deportees/ GVS Meetings:
asylum seekers at the food kitchen in Nogales, So- ¢ We meet 8 - 9 am on alternate Mondays at The
nora. It is run by Kino Border Initiative, which of- Good Shepherd Church in Sahuarita. A meeting for
fers volunteer activities for groups. newcomers immediately follows. Check website

calendar for dates and address.
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~ Cassie Emanuel The Borderlands is the perfect place to explore the arts,

Ate you interested in a 3-4 day mission trip plus the touch the culture, and have deeper conversations about
Border Issues Fair® the complicated issues that collide there.

This is an opportunity to engage first-hand with the Common Ground on the Border & _
people and the environs affected by our current 16 Annual Santa Cruz Valley Border Issues Fair
immigration policies. ¢ Jan 16-18, 2020, Thu - Sat,

Common Ground on the Border and Border Issues plus 3-4 days in the community after the Fair.
Fairis a three-day event, featuring classes in art, music For more information, contact:

and a variety of lectures. The US-Mexico Borderlands ¢ Common Ground on the Hill at

have always been a beautiful mix of culture, language, www.commongroundonthehill.org/

cuisine, economies and people. It has also been a cgotb_home.html

place of struggle, high and low temperatures, a fragile
environment, and the push-and-pull of immigration.

>

The Good Shepherd UCC at
thegoodshepherducc.org/

Questions? email me: cassieemanuell2@gmail.com.
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Elaine Tracy Cole Warfield
Born: September 21, 2019

Congratulations to Ben and Laura, and grandparents
Ginger Warfield and Rosh Doan. Elaine was born at
8.5 pounds. Congratulations to the whole family.

Blythe Alane Ray Irwin
Born: September 20, 2019

Congratulations to members Elizabeth and John
Wilson Irwin welcomed their first baby on Friday, Sep-
tember 27!

Blythe Alane Ray Irwin was a healthy 8.3 pounds and
20.25 inches at birth. Mom and Dad are filled with joy
as they all are getting acquainted with each other.

Congratulations Elizabeth and John

Marion Elizabeth Bush-Kaufman
Born: October 14, 2019

Congratulations to members Alexandra and Tucker
Bush-Kaufman who welcomed their second baby on
Monday, October 14.

Marion, born 6lbs 120z and 19” long is doing well. She
joins older sister Celeste. Mom is doing well and the
family is at home getting acquainted with each other.

Congratulations Alexandra and Tucker!

All Saints Day, November 1, 2019

Saint Date of Death
Fred Chapman January 3, 2019
Alistair McNicoll January 10, 2019
Marilyn Munday January 29, 2019
Gail Burk March 10, 2019
Vevette Cooperstein March 24, 2019
Rev. Bob Fitzgerald March 28, 2019
Harold Olsen April 12, 2019
Jack Mitchell May 17, 2019
Paul Wiesner June 1, 2019
John Lewis June 10, 2019

Rev. Jerry Montgomery June 13, 2019

September 7, 2019
October 21, 2019

Mary Rawlings

Jeriene Walberg

#1 EUI U
Mary Rawlings

Born: November 4, 1928
Died: September 7, 2019

We learned long time member Mary Rawlings died on
September 7. She loved being a part of UCUCC for
39+ years. Mary sang in the choir and was involved in
other areas of church life. She attended faithfully along
with her husband who predeceased her. About four
years ago, she no longer was able to attend.

While in the Peace Core she used her professional skills
as an occupational/physical therapist.

Please hold Mary’s daughters and granddaughter in
your prayers during this tender time.

Memorial Service: The family is planning a small pri-
vate gathering. No plan to have a formal memorial at
this time.

Chai Fo Saechao

39 years of Gratitude

~ Jenny Springer

In late October of 1980, UCUCC sponsored a 3-
generation Laotian Mien family of 13. The widowed
grandmother, Chai Fo Saechao, had traveled from a
mountain village to Luang Prabang, then through jungle
to a Thai refugee camp. In Seattle, although never
learning much English, all 4’ 8” of her stood tall with
gracious welcome and gifts of complex needlework.

We were honored to be invited to her burial on Sep-
tember 26. With shamans’ chants, animal sacrifices, and
traditional family rituals, she was released to the ances-
tors looking still dignified in her tribal clothes.

The printed obituary notes, in addition to life events,
included “Chai (Fo) had much gratitude for the Univer-
sity Congregational United Church of Christ in Seattle
for their sponsorship, kindness and resettlement assis-
tance.”

Nov 28-29, building closed in
observance of Thanksgiving.
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|l v Retreat

We are excited to invite you to our first ever Fall Family Retreat at Pilgrim Firs Camp! The whole family is invited!
It will be a wonderful weekend to be together in fellowship and community. We designed the weekend to offer
some programming, but mostly free time to relax, play and connect with friends.

We will gather for dinner on Friday. Saturday will have a short morning program for different age groups, free
time in the morning and afternoon, an afternoon talent show, and evening game night. Sunday, we will worship

together, then head home.

Betsy and Margaret have sent out fliers to their email lists. If you didn’t receive one and would like to learn more,
please be in touch with either Betsy (bherring@ucucc.org) or Margaret (mswanson@ucucc.org).

Register at: http:/ /bit.ly/UCUCCFam2019 by Sunday, November 3.
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Contact Director of Children’s Ministry Betsy Herring
for more information, bhertring@ucucc.org, or
206-524-2322 %3302

Nov 17, food-packing project
After worship, first floor hallway

Bring the kids to pack grocery bags with nonperishable
foods for the hungry. This is a fun, easy way to involve
the whole family in serving others. It's suitable for
young preschoolers and older, and it lasts about 30
minutes. Little ones can look at the list, pull those
items off the shelf and put them in a bag. It's easy and
satistying to young hands and minds:

There is an easy-to-follow list of grocery items, along
with stocked shelves and empty grocery bags. What a
great introduction to both the topic, and the act, of
service.

Gathering for Parents of Young Children

This is a group of families with young children in our
church who plan gatherings for spiritual connection
and play. The space, toys/activities, ate geared towards
Kindergarten and younger, aka “preschool” in UCUCC
church. All parents of young children are invited to
join, and bring friends.

The POYC group normally meets on third Saturdays.
This month is TBD, as our Fall Family Retreat is that
weekend. Stay tuned for announcements about the
November gathering.

Stay informed through their Facebook group.
Search “UCUCC Parents of Littles”

Contact Director of Youth Ministry Margaret Swanson
for information, MSwanson@ucucc.otg or
206-524-2322 x3315.

Wednesday, October 30: Teen Feed
5pm — 8:30pm

Youth, their families and their friends are invited to
join us for an evening of service with Teen Feed. We
will prepare, cook and serve a meal together for home-
less teens and young adults in the University District.
Please sign up to volunteer by emailing Margaret at
mswanson@ucucc.org.

9am Youth Group & 10am Worship

Sundays, November 3, 10, 17 & 24
9am Youth Group, 10am Worship & Youth Pew

Youth Group is open to youth in grades 6 — 12. You
are invited to come for discussion, reflection and activi-
ties to explore your faith, and to have time to connect
with your peers for friendship and support. After youth
group, the youth are invited to sit with either their par-
ents or with their peers in the Youth Pew for Worship.

Wednesday, November 20

Junior & Senior Small Group

7-8:30pm Pilgrim Room, UCUCC

Youth in their Junior and Senior years of high school
are invited to participate in our monthly gathering for
check in, reflection and activities. This small group is

facilitated by Margaret Swanson and Ben Jones.
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Harvest Home Tea Reflection

NG
~ Kate Nelson e

PIOC

The Harvest Home Tea was an annual fund-raiser for
University Congregational Housing Association
(UCHA). Last Autumn was our last Tea.

In years past, we anticipated an invitation, unpacked
hats, fall-colored “linen” tablecloths and napkins, and
brought plants from Swanson’s Nursery.

For the last 12 years, Evelyn Crichton led this event.
We still have lots of gratitude for that determined
woman who presided over our Tea.

Housing Association Finds Success
~ Kate Nelson

Last year, UCHA announced that, after 30 years of
much appreciated support from you, we would be di-
vesting of our properties. Times changed, it was hard to
recruit new members, and housing became a game for
large players. Our new task was to seek owners to con-
tinue our mission.

We are happy to report our first title transfers:

The McGrath House has been given to the YMCA.
They retain the name and continue running a transition-
al residence for homeless 18 to 24-year-old youth.

The Lin House, owned by the church, not UCHA,
continues with Community Psychiatric Clinic on a one-
year lease. It functions as part of our Love & Justice En-
dowment.

The Westwood House in W. Seattle has been given to
Transitional Resources, the community mental health
center caring for the residents. Darcell Slovek-Walker,
the CEO wrote to us:

“Seeing the joy this home brings to [onr] residents is gratifying,
and your kindness, open spirit and willingness to give your time
and resources made it possible. This home brings hope to women at
a time when many had given up. (It) felt like a real home from the
start thanks to your time and care. It will always be a special
Pplace for those living here. You can rest assured that your legacy of
hard work and dedication to those who need it will be continned
through Transitional Resources.”

We were thrilled to learn that they will be counting this
asset to match grant money for a new multi-unit studio
apartment building.

The Boat House, Mary Hooket’s donated six-
apartment building on Capital Hill, and Sortun Court,
across 16™ Ave, are both nearing final negotiations.

Our church will continue to support and advocate for
the homeless, but UCHA will no longer be a vehicle for
this ministry.

Office volunteers
Twice per month, 1:00-4:00 in the church office
~ Erin Lovejoy-Guron & Emma Fjermedal

We have a fantastic crew of volunteers who help us in
the afternoons as the first face people see when they
step into the office. But, we need two or three more
volunteers to fill out our monthly schedule.

If you are available week-day afternoons, and would
like a job that gives you a chance to be a part of our
little church office community, please get in touch. We
create a little list of tasks for your shift, and train you
how to transfer calls and use the copier.

Contact us with your questions or interest:
206-524-2322, office (@universityucc.org

Lay Ministries & Communications coordinator
~ Erin Lovejoy-Guron

It has been an honor and a joy to be a part of this office
for the last three years.

Recently, I accepted a part-time position as church
administrator for Ronald United Methodist Church.

My last day in the office is Nov 22. A job announcement
will be posted soon. Thank you .

Scheyer Library: New in November
~ Jessie McAbee

Did you attend Carrie Newcomet's concert last month?
Were you moved by the poem about her mother? Read
more of her poems, essays and lyrics in The Beautiful
Not Yet and A Permeable Life.

Azure Savage writes about their experiences attending
Seattle Public Schools as one of the few students of
color in the Highly Capable Cohort program in You
Failed Us. This is a voice and story we need to hear.
Azure is currently a senior at Garfield and a Running
Start student at Seattle Central College.

If you've never read the graphic biography Maus,
about Art Spiegelman's father's experiences during the
Holocaust in Poland — I am not usually a fan of
graphica, but I found Maus very compelling.

For fans of L.M. Montgomery, the author of Anne of
Green Gables, we have acquired several of her lesser
known novels, including The Blue Castle, Kilmeny
of the Orchard, and Pat of Silver Bush.

For younger readers, Felix Blythe-Braun donated sever-
al Magic Tree House books, including Summer of the
Sea Serpent and Christmas in Camelot.
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Through a window in the Iron Curtain
~ Dick Hall, Church Historian

As we courageously enter into our 2020 Stewardship
Pledge campaign, I thought we all might enjoy reading
about one of the largest projects our church bravely
undertook in the 20t century.

In a 1948 Youth Conference in Oslo, Norway, our
Ernie Reuter met Ingeborge Ziesecke who told him
about all the hungty children in her village on the Com-
munist side of the Iron Curtain. He took her story back
to Seattle, and the families in our Sunday School orga-
nized Care Packages. This began a relationship between
our churches for a number of years.

The web version of this article has a link to the original
typed report by Sophronia B. Kalin about our connec-
tion with the people of Seiffen, and why they sent us
the model of our church on display in the Turner
Lounge. universityucc.org/through-a-window-in-
the-iron-curtain/ A

Welcome Committee

& Let Your Light Shine Campaign
~ Virginia Felton

Nov 17, Welcome Lunch after worship

You are invited to attend a Welcome Lunch in Ostrand-
er Hall. Members of the Welcome Committee will join
you, and provide lunch and basic information to help
you feel more at home here.

The lunch is open to anyone with questions about our
community, whether you have attended three weeks or
thirty years. We are happy to accommodate special die-
tary needs and/or provide childcare as needed. Email or
call: inquirers@universityucc.org or Virginia Felton
at 206-979-7539. We appreciate knowing ahead of time
if you are planning to join us, but feel free to just show
up if that is more convenient.

Why should you bother to sign up for MyUCUCC?

The reason we are encouraging you to sign up and use
MyUCUCC is to help us connect as a community. By
filling out your profile, you can think about how you
might share your unique gifts to help our church work.

Your profile is private —no one can access it, but for a
few church staff to see who might possess a certain
skill. You always have a choice around volunteering.

MyUCUCC also offers access to our database of names,
email addresses and phone numbers, which can be
handy when you don’t have a printed directory nearby.

The “Let Your Light Shine” Helpdesk is in the Turner
Narthex before and after worship until November 10.

Net Zero, Fossil-Free Buildings

~ Lon Dickerson, Sacred Earth Matters
The Earth is Sacred — Not Ours to Wreck

We recall fondly the smell of wood-burning fireplaces,
and we’re comfortable with our natural gas furnaces. In
many regards, we’re Nimbys for weaning ourselves
from fossil fuels.

Sure, we’re pleased the legislature adopted HB 1257 last
April — the State Energy Code must require by 2020
that buildings constructed from 2013 through 2031
move incrementally toward a 70% reduction in energy
use by 2031. Although its focus is new construction
requirements for commercial buildings, it’s a step for-
ward in reducing greenhouse gas emissions.

Seattle has adopted a tax on heating oil and will likely
adopt a ban on natural gas piping systems in new build-
ings, including houses. With luck, the governor and
state legislators might be persuaded to adopt such bans
statewide.

But we must do more: making such mandates retroac-
tive to existing commercial and residential structures
will require massive financial incentives. HB 1257 pro-
vides some tax credits to owners of commercial build-
ings, and minuscule energy tax credits are available on
our federal income taxes. But where are the huge
subsidies for dealing with the climate crisis that
coal and gas providers receive, as well as farmers?

The business sector could do more to help. Utility
companies provide some rebates to make our homes
more energy efficient, and consumers should demand
more. Puget Power, for example, has to become more
of a facilitator instead of an obstruction. Bottomline:
what’s happening is too little, too late.

UCUCC, as a church and individuals, has committed to
making decisions of integrity in our energy choices. We
accept that combatting global warming is a moral im-
perative, that is up to us to commit our time, financial
resources, and prayers to saving our sacred earth.

One of our goals should be net-zero buildings with
zero net-energy consumption and greenhouse emis-
sions. According to the book Drawdown, net zero build-
ings are “a mosaic of separate solutions.” We know
about LED lighting, smart thermostats, and building
insulation. We can learn more about induction stoves
(better than gas), electrochromic or smart glass, and
heat pumps. Drawdown says heat pumps stand out from
the rest, as they can supply heating, cooling, and hot
water from one integrated unit — and they can elimi-
nate all greenhouse emissions if powered by renewable
energy.
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Church Council meeting summary
The Council of UCUCC met on September 18, 2019
~Mary Sue Galvin, Council Secretary

Budget Review

Reviewed the budget and expenses-to-date. Revenue
from lot C is lower than projected and expenses are
very slightly over budget. For 2018, we received 99%
of pledges, either in 2018 or in 2019 as “Prior Year
Pledge Payment”.

Pledge Campaign
Council received an update. The budget committee,

hopefully many of the same people as last year, will
begin work soon.

Futures Committee

Kathy Kripps reported. Over the next week, an updat-
ed Vision statement and recommendations for staff
and leadership structure will be drafted. Nearly 200
members participated in the recent survey and the Lis-
tening group of the committee will finalize their report
incorporating these results. The October Church &
Home included a summary of some of the Research
Committee findings, which looked at churches that
are thriving and growing despite church trends across
the country.

If people are interested in finding out more about our
consultant Don Hill, go to donhillconsulting.com

which describes his consulting work. He brings infor-
mation and expertise from the larger context of UCC
churches and was specifically hired to help us see our

“blind spots.”

A committee is being formed to look for a successor
for David. One of their first steps will be to write a
job description which will articulate, with the recom-
mendations of the Futures committee, UCUCC’s lead-
ership structure.

Calling & Engagement Ministry

Reported on the Fall campaign “Let Your Light
Shine” and reviewed the planned activities including a
Help Desk before and after church and several De-
pendable Strengths workshops. The goal is to encour-

age 150 members to sign up and complete their pro-
file on MyUCUCC.

Leadership Retreat

Current and future UCUCC leaders were invited to
attend the Leadership Retreat on October 5. This in-
cluded a Dependable Strengths workshop and discus-
sion with the Calling and Engagement committee.

Computer Upgrades
thanks to Imagine Campaign!
~ David Anderson, Church Administrator

UCUCC is in the midst of computer upgrades, thanks
to the Imagine capital campaign. There are three phas-
es to the work:

1. All wireless access points have been replaced and a
new firewall installed. The access points, originally
installed in 2013, have reached the end of their life
and serviceability. At the same time, we also rene-
gotiated our contract with Comcast and doubled
our upload and download speed.

2. Staff workstations were replaced with new Dell
workstations. The workstations were running Win-
dows 7, which would no longer be supported by
Microsoft after January 2020. We were able to keep
monitors and peripherals, and just replace the com-
puter boxes. This conversion is almost completely
done, with the final workstation conversion sched-
uled for late October. As part of the process, we
moved to Office 365, and remote access for all
email rather than the UCUCC server.

3. The UCUCC setrver is scheduled to be replaced in
November. This server is also seven-years-old and
running out of room and serviceability. The up-
grade will increase speed, function, and reliability.
It was also running on soon-to-be unsupported-
software.

Thanks to CGTech, Inc. our technical and computer
consultants for this project. We have worked with
them since 2005 when we moved our operation to
University Christian Church during our New Corner-
stones remodel.

And thank you to generous members and friends of
UCUCC who supported the Imagine Capital Cam-
paign. Your gifts are helping us undergird our ministry
and are helping us carry forward what God has in store
for us!

Another leadership retreat to continue work on Racial
Justice is in the planning stages for early 2020.

Pacific NW Conference

The Pacific NW Conference is holding a fall gathering
titled “Weaving Together to Win: Progressing from 1 alue
Statements to Concrete Action” Oct 18-19, at Shalom UCC,
Richland, WA. People are encouraged to attend.
Information at: pncucc.org/fall-gathering
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Your Love & Justice Giving- lllustrated. Thank You!

~ Patti Brandt & Carol Nelson

As the pledge campaign progresses, the Love & Justice
Committee (L. & JC) wishes to highlight how your giv-
ing makes a difference. This month, we share infor-
mation on our decision processes. The pie charts in-
cluded here and in October were completed by Carol
Nelson.

L & JC members work toward balancing the yearly
funding so each of our five priorities are addressed.
The typical funding practice:

¢ Allocation from the congregation’s general annual
budget supports outside direct service agencies and
social change organizations. These groups are often
recommended by action teams working in aligned
areas.

¢ Income from our Endowment is directed towards:
major projects proposed by the committee,
501C3s, and the work of action teams. Currently
there are sixteen action teams of various levels of
activity and three partner 501C organizations: Child
Care Programs, Mwanzo, and UCHA.

For more information on our decision processes and
funding criteria, https:/ /universityucc.org/what-we
-do/love-and-justice/ click on the 2079 Love & Justice
Ministry Guide. There you can find a list of church-
affiliated action teams and leads.

1. 2019 Special Offerings, $54.7K donated

Monthly Special Offerings provide the most direct way
for the congregation to support particular programs.
Four national Offerings and one for our Childcare pro-
grams occur on designated months. The L.&&] Ministry
Guide 2019 has guidelines for choosing recipients for
the remaining seven months.

2019 Special Offerings, 54.7K
(August- Decientirsy estimated

Gethsemane

Immigrant -local + & yieterans of the Cross
border support 14%

4%

Neighbors in Need
3%
UCC Childcare
Programs

3% 350seattle
2%

Stengthen the Church
4%

2. 2019 Proportion of L. & J monies directed to
Action teams & UCUCC affiliated 501Cs. This com-
pares the funding of Action Teams to community di-
rect-service and social change organizations. The Ac-
tion teams and 501Cs that received funding of their
proposals during the 2019 budget were: Multicultural
Circle, Mwanzo, Peace and Justice Advocates, Racial
Justice and Sacred Earth Matters.

Action Teams and
ucucc afiliated

501C3
42%

2019 Love and Justice Expeditures - Income includes Operating,
Revolving, Special Offerings, and Superfluity - 145K
3. 2019 Total Council and L&]J distribution of
funds, 247 K

This is the total picture of UCUCC’s giving and the
proportion that the Council allocates as distinct from
L&]JC responsibilities. OCWM (Our Church’s Wider
Mission), is a national UCC funding program that sup-
ports the local, national, global Justice and Witness
Ministries.

Childcare Program -

Council Support
10%

OCWM- Council
Support
31%

Action Teams and
ucucc afiliated

501C3

25%

2019 Outreach Ministries Expenditures, Income from Council
and Love and Justice Budgets (247K)

We hope the information we’ve provided over the last

two months gives you a better understanding of how

your donations help others.



Love & Justice wants to know your
ithoughts on their priorities

¢  How do the five L. & JC priorities (racial justice,
environmental justice, economic justice, peace-
making/reconciliation, dignity & equity ) tesonate
with your perception of the church priorities? Do
they resonate with your personal priorities?

¢ Your time, staff time, and building use are im-
portant! How could we describe that ? Would that
be valuable information?

¢ Would you change anything about how the Special
Offerings are selected? In what way?

¢ Do you think we should allocate more to action
teams and church-affiliated 501C3s or to outside
agencies?

¢ Would you like to be involved in the choice or
amount of monies distributed by L&JC to
agencies/advocacy groups outside the church? If
so, please share with us how we might invite input.

¢ Other input you want us to know?

: Do send your feedback and/or desire to join our
' committee to our new L&]JC leadership:

e Elizabeth Dickinson elizabethstdickin-
son@gmail.com

e Carol Nelson cjnspinel@seanet.com
e Walt Puckett waltpuckett@gmail.com

During the upcoming year, we hope to focus on the
action teams and opportunities for engaging church
members in justice activities.

i Patti Brandt has been the chairperson for the past two
ryears. [Thank you, Patti for stepping up for Love &

' Justice over the last two years, and for helping to inter-
i pret all this data, so that we can better see all the good
i work of this ministry.]

Nov, Racial Justice Update
~ Ginger Warfield

On October 26 people (many people, we hope!) gath-
ered to shape the plans that will help move us forward
on our path toward becoming a Racial Justice Church,
and to launch the implementation of those plans.
Check out the December Church & Home to read our
plans.

Israel Palestine Justice
The search for Peace& Justice in the Holy Land
~ John Rusis

We are collaborating with University Presbyterian and
Bellevue Presbyterian, as we host a 5-class series
designed by Churches for Middle East Peace.

Every-other Tuesday in the Turner Lounge
Nov 12, 26 — 7:00-9:00

Work with Habitat for Humanity
Feb 22—Mar 2, 2020 in Guatemala

Plymouth Church is sponsoring a Habitat for Humani-
ty team to the highlands of Guatemala, in Panajachel,
on Lake Atitlan. The work is 5 days of helping build
latrines or wood stoves to improve the health condi-
tions of Mayan families.
¢ Kathie Vitz is our church point-person
kbvitz@yahoo.com
Contact Ruth Williamson, 206-313-5931,
ruthewill@gmail.com, or Greg Anacker, 206-542-
0224, benanacker.gl@frontier.com, to talk about
joining the team!

For Those Who Cannot Attend Church
(And those who can)
~ Carol Scott-Kassner

Letting Go and Embracing: Each Fall we are re-
minded of the cycle of life as we watch the leaves turn
bright colors and then let go of the branches, becoming
rich humus for new growth.

This can become a metaphor for us as we age.
Ask yourself the following:

¢ What physical things do I need to let go of that I no
longer need?

¢ What old hurts do I need to let go of that are limit-
ing my capacity for joy?
¢ What relationships do I need to end because they

no longer nurture me?

Once we let go of things that burden us, then we are
freer to embrace things that will fill us.

Ask yourself the following:
¢ What am I longing for at this time of my life?
¢ How can I open myself to receive and embrace the
new?
¢ What risks am I willing to take to do or learn some-
thing new?
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MixSups
Signups for 2020 begin in November!

MixSups is a great way to connect with our
church community. Once a month, from January to
April, you will be grouped with a different set of peo-
ple who also signed up, to enjoy a meal and conversa-
tion. These dinners are hosted in one’s home or can
be hosted in a space at church.

More information will be available at the Narthex
sign up table Sundays, Nov 3 — Dec 1.

If you have questions before then, contact Mary Sue
Galvin at Marysue.galvin@gmail.com or
Carol Coleman at church 206-524-2322 x3311.

Under consideration:
ASpiritual not religiouso

Nov 3, after worship in Ostrander Hall
Join Jim & Patti White for a talk and slide show

Former UCUCC Interim Minister Jim White and his
wife Patti are returning to Seattle to renew their treas-
ured friendships, and provide food for thought on
the meaning of “Spiritual not religious.”

In Jim’s recently published book, F/y-fishing the Arctic
Circle to Tasmania: A Preacher’s Adyentures and Reflections
he shares myriad adventures from a long practice of
fly fishing influenced by an equally long career as a
minister. He chronicles his amazing experiences as a
fisherman: marooned on a river island above the Arc-
tic Circle, caught by a flash flood in New Zealand,
boated with an NFL cheetleader in the Catibbean,
robbed in a British Columbia motel, and bunked with
an almost-terrorist in Manitoba. Overall, the book
leads to reflection on Henry David Thoreau’s obser-
vation that “Men may go fishing all their life and nev-
er know it’s not fish they’re after.”

Jim and Patti will join us for worship, and share pic-
tures and stories about fishing, outdoor adventure
and spirituality. Light refreshments will be available.
Books will be available for sale.

Nov 5, Monthly Men& Soup Supper

Our monthly soup suppers include fellowship, sharing
food, and usually a video followed by a discussion.

Nov 6, Fibre Arts/Sewing Group

10:00 in Room 106

Attention to those interested, we are going to meet
downstairs across from the elevator. For those who
couldn’t make it September 29, come see our space.
Bring ideas — any and all are welcome.

QEUT T UPOT w&l

(Formerly Spirit Workshops)

Nov & Dec News

The Gathering Ground Community offers alternative
observances for the final months of the year, especially
designed for folks who seek meaning outside of tradi-
tional faith holidays. All programs free with contribu-
tions welcomed.

For information or to RSVP:
GatherinGround.Seattle@gmail or 206-524-2322.

Thanksgiving:
Conversation with the Giver.
Sunday, Nov 17, 2pm -4pm. Location TBD

Explore gratitude using an image from the Tarot Deck:

the Giver or The Empress. .

Rock & Roll Solstice
Singalong & Fundraiser House Party.
Saturday, December 21, 7pm - 10pm.

Led by seasoned rock musicians, sing through a book
of favorite songs and toast the ancient reason for this
season.

Writing, Reflection, & Really
Good Beverages.
Sundays, Nov. 3 & Dec.1, 2-4pm.

An informal group for writers of all levels. Helpful
writing prompts and friendly atmosphere provided.
Chocolati Café in Wallingford in the upper back room

Standing for the Common Good
Sunday Vigils Sundays, Nov. 3 & Dec.1, 12-1pm.

On the corner of 45th Street and 15th Avenue NE.
Come stand for a few moments or a meditative hout.
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Ministry Update: Worship & Music
~ Amy Roon

To worship You in unity and diversity is our covenant with
God and each other every week in worship. As our
congregation moves through this time of change and
looks to the future; we also look deeply and critically at
our past and present.

Ten years ago, I arrived to a UCUCC that had gone
through some major changes the previous 18 months.
You went through a deliberative process to move from
two services to one. The Family Friendliness Task
Force had just concluded it’s work. You began cycles
of regular “sermon series” that often correlated to a
topic the Lecture Series was bringing to our attention.

Heidi Wyllis Blythe and I were recent additions to the
staff with clear mandates: You wanted worship to be
a celebration of unity *and* diversity. You wanted
traditionalists to feel at home, and children and youth
to feel welcome and engaged. You wanted musicians
familiar with Bach, The Beatles, The Wailin Jennys,
and West African Drumming. You wanted a service
that encouraged congregational participation; and that
flowed without feeling like a series of acts. A service
that reflected our wants and centered God.

Over the last ten years, we’ve worked to keep a wide
perspective on the diversity of who we are, and the one
God we worship in unity. Our guest theologians and
lecturers repeatedly say, “Wow, that was one of the best wor-
ship experiences we've ever had!” Musician-liturgists, John
Bell and Rawn Harbor named this as a special place to
worship. Our Futures Task Force consultant, Don Hill,
went out of his way to say; “If you don’t now anything else
about yourselves, know that you do worship better than just
about any church I know. .. and I visit a LOT of churches.”

We’re clearly perfectionists about worship because
even with all this praise — we’re still listening to one
another and God, for what we can do to experience
God’s Word and Will each week. We listen: to our
youth who appreciate the sermons, but find most
forms of hymnody baffling; to voices in choir who
would prefer we do contemporary songs only a few
Sundays a year; to those who want more silence; and
others who have no idea what to do with silences.

What I love is that we are a congregation that deeply
cares about worship, and longs to connect to God and
to one another. We aspire to be both unified and di-
verse. Everyone has tried something new and everyone
has continued to feel that telling us how they feel is
worthwhile and important. We’ll never please every-
one, but that’s not the point. Our striving to connect
despite our differences is pleasing to God.

Join in Creating Imagery for Advent
~ Kris Garratt

Which woman or women have influenced the course
of your life? Who has helped shape your values, your
beliefs, your decisions, your outlook? Are there women
you admire for helping to make the world a better
place?

In the upcoming season of Advent our worship will
focus on stories of women in our Christian faith. In
advance of Advent, we are creating a large image of
Mary and Elizabeth which will be hung on the north
wall of the sanctuary during December. And you are
invited to decorate a section of this image (see illustra-
tive example).

Using photos, drawings, stories, quotes, etc., describe
on your section of the image the woman or women
who have influenced you personally or influenced the
wotld around us.

Each Sunday through November 10, the liturgical
arts ministry will be present at the narthex tables to
hand out blank shapes and collect those you have dec-
orated.

We will also be there on Sunday, November 17, which

is the final day to collect your decorated section of this

image. Any questions? Please drop by our narthex table
on one of these dates. And thanks for participating!

Need help contacting someone?

Want to be a part of an event, but there isn’t a mode of
communication you are comfortable using (emails listed,
but you only have a phone) contact the office
206-524-2322 or office@ucucc.org, and we will help.
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~ Catherine Foote

The stories of Advent and Christmas are not just about
the birth of Jesus. They are also woven through with
the stories of women. Mary in her youth. Elizabeth in
her older years. The prophet Anna living long enough
to witness God’s gift of Wisdom in her manifestation.
Advent in fact is what happens to everyone’s story
when God steps into our world. This Advent, we will
listen to the stories of the women, and grow in our un-
derstandings of the ways women and Wisdom have
shaped our lives and our world. We will name the pow-
er and insight we can claim for our own lives when
God shows up, and we recognize the Christ, born
anew in us.

This year, Advent begins on December 1. Throughout
the season, we will focus our attention on the stories of
women who appear in the birth narratives of the
gospels, and the ways those stories inform, inspire, and
strengthen our faith journey.

"
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Over the years, this congregation has supported
thousands of children and families at Christmas
time. Our families are referred to us through the
Compass Housing Alliance, Bethany United Church of
Christ, and the Lake City Holiday Project and they are
so appreciative of our partnership to benefit their fami-
lies in need.

If you have been a part of this giving, thank you. And if
you haven’t been able to take part in the past, here is
another opportunity.

Help make a child’s Christmas special by partici-
pating in the Christmas Family Project where families
and groups of friends at our church are matched with
families in need.

Name:

Phone:

Email:

Return form to the church office
(4515 16 Ave. NE; 98105) or bring to the narthex
table on November 17, 24, or December 1.

n of t sea n, ou a@ to partici-
ng litu as a4 comrmunit

(S ee Kris Garratt’s mm/e on page 11).

In December, as we enter the Advent season, we will
have a weekly devotional on our church website, week-
ly email, and Sunday bulletin, designed to encourage us
on our inner journey. These devotions will be appropri-
ate for use with Advent Candles.

Join us in this season of waiting and wondering.
December 1, 1st Sunday of Advent
¢ Advent Potluck Breakfast
¢ Superfluity Christmas sale
December 8, 2nd Sunday of Advent
¢ Offering of Gifts & Christmas Families
December 15, 314 Sunday of Advent
¢ Advent Workshop
December 24, Christmas Eve

¢ Worship services at 5pm, 8pm, 11pm

UPUUOEUW%E ObP

You may sign up in the narthex to adopt a family on
Nov.17, Nov 24 or Dec.1. Families are of varying sizes
to make it possible for everyone to participate. If you
are part of a small group you might want to share a
family.

We will provide information about your family and give
suggestions for gifts.

Gifts need to be brought to the church on Dec.8 or
make alternate arrangements.

If you’d like to get an early start on your shopping or
have questions, please contact Sarah Puckett at 206-367
-2155, (cell 206-718-6792) or
sarahmpuckett@gmail.com.

I can help in the following way:
I’d like a family of about people.

I’ve enclosed $ for those
needing help during the holidays.

I will be a stand-in shoppet/wrapper using
Christmas Family Funds.

I would like to be a committee member.
(This is a fun, short-term project to be involved with.)

I can make deliveries on December 8.
(Drivers with vans or cars with considerable
room are needed to transport gifts to
distribution points).
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It’s time for our annual Offering of Gifts! Ten local agencies have been selected to receive Christmas gifts from
our congregation. Below, you will find information about the agencies, their work, and their wish lists. You are
invited to choose one or more of the agencies, shop joyfully (gifts should be new), and help brighten the holiday
season for someone in need! On Sunday, December 8, bring your gift(s) into the worship service with you. Dur-
ing the time of offering, gifts will be brought forward and placed at the base of the communion table.

~ A~~~

Please be sure that your gift is clearly labeled with the agency name and note that many of our agencies prefer un-
wrapped gifts. Clear labeling helps things to flow smoothly when gifts are being sorted following the service, and
will ensure that your gift gets where you want it to go. Include applicable details such as age or clothing size. Please
see each agency’s description for specific labeling instructions.

ARION COURT, a property of LIHI, is a single-
room-occupancy apartment building in South Lake
Union for homeless men, most of whom are U.S. vet-
erans. Some gift suggestions include: clothing
items for adult men (coats, jackets, sweatshirts, pants,
flannel button shirts, T-shirts, sweaters, and pajamas —
sizes M, L, XL, 2XL,, 3XL, and 4XL), radios/CD play-
ers, Walkmans, alarm clocks, small appliances
(toasters, crock pots, coffee makers, coffee grinders,
etc.), and cookware. Gift cards to places like Target,
Fred Meyer, grocery stores, etc. are very popular with
clients. Unwrapped gifts are preferred. Please label gift
with agency name.

CHILD LEARNING AND CARE CENTER AT
UCUCC provides nurturing care in a multi-cultural
environment to the children of working parents. The
center would be pleased to have natural and cultur-
al fabrics/cushions, natural baskets, and new or gently
used books (especially about diversity, science and na-
ture). There is a “wish list” for CLCC on amazon.com
with additional ideas. Please label gifts.

COMPASS HOUSING ALLIANCE provides es-
sential services for those who are experiencing home-
lessness and housing instability in the Puget Sound
area. With 20+ locations spanning emergency shelter
to permanent affordable housing, Compass serves
well over a thousand individuals each day. Gift sug-
gestions include: New XL-5X1I. sweatshirts and
sweatpants, M-3XL sports bras, underwear for men
and women sizes M -5XL, and $5-10 gift cards to
Fred Meyer, Subway, McDonalds & Starbucks. Solid,
dark or neutral colors preferred for all items. Un-
wrapped gifts preferred. If wrapped, please label gift.

FRIENDS OF YOUTH has given over 67 years of
service to youth and families in our community. In
2018, Friends of Youth positively impacted over 6,500
youth and families, operating facilities and providing
services across the Puget Sound region for foster
youth, refugee youth, homeless youth and young fami-
lies. Gift suggestions include: warm clothing, under-
wear, and coats for the winter (adult sizes L, XL, 1x
2x); toys, books, and games for children; backpacks,
sleeping bags, and tents for homeless youth; household
items for a transitional living unit such as cookware,
dishes, and pillows and bedding sets for twin, queen, or
cribs; diapers, bottles, and clothing for babies and tod-
dlers; art supplies, headphones, make up, bus tickets,
movie tickets, and gift cards to places like Fred Meyer,
Walmart, and Target. Unwrapped gifts are preferred.
Please label gift with agency name.

MARY’S PLACE believes that no one’s child should
sleep outside. They provide safe, inclusive shelter and
services for women, children and families on their
journey out of homelessness. The women’s day cen-
ter and eight overnight shelters in King County keep
struggling families together and provide connections
to resources for housing and employment. Gift sug-
gestions include: cosmetics, warm coats, gloves,
hats, African American hair care products, gift cards
to grocety stores, and/or financial donations. Gifts
do not need to be wrapped, but must be clearly la-
beled with the agency name.
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INTERNATIONAL RESCUE COMMITTEE

helps people in 40+ countries whose lives and liveli-
hoods are shattered by conflict and disaster to sur-
vive, recover, and gain control of their future. Since
1976, the IRC in Seattle has helped thousands of ref-
ugees, immigrants, and survivors of human traffick-
ing in Washington. Some people served by the IRC
report they are unable to supply enough food for
their families, especially at times of major transition
or crisis, such as moving, job loss or job changes,
health emergencies, and other major life events. The
IRC's in-office emergency food pantry will help re-
lieve stress and provide food essentials to help refu-
gee and immigrant families get through tough times.

* Please follow these guidelines for food dona-
tions: no glass or canned food; expiration dates must
be at least one month out; non-perishable foods and
unopened/unused containers only.

SOLID GROUND

runs a Family Shelter which provides temporary hous-
ing for families in crisis. Gift suggestions include:
diapers, baby wipes, flat sheets for full/double beds,
blankets, pots and pans, and alarm clocks.

Please label gift. Unwrapped gifts preferred.

TEEN FEED

is an agency that serves homeless youth and young
adults ages 13-25. The Teen Feed program provides
warm meals to youth every night of the week and
strives to create a safe and nurturing environment for
youth to speak with volunteers trained in advocacy and
referrals. Case management and outreach services are
also available to help youth complete goals such as
housing, ID and employment. Teen Feed especially
welcomes gift cards (max. value of $40) to music
stores, bookstores, and grocery stores (purchase card
that cannot be used for alcohol or cigarettes). Other
ideas: pre-loaded ORCA cards, pre-paid phone cards,
sleeping bags, L. and XI. hooded sweatshirts, hand
warmers, backpacks, travel alarm clocks, flashlights,
batteries (especially AA and AAA), waterproof outdoor
boots (size 11-13), wool socks (no cotton or synthetic),
medium and large underwear and boxers, gloves, stock-
ing caps/beanies, scarves, and tarps. For clothing, dark-
er colors are preferred. A full wish list can be found at
www.teenfeed.org. Please label gift.

Lentils Red, green, yellow, 1-51b bags
split pea, etc

Rice Brown or white 1-51b bags

Dried pasta  Bagged or boxed, all
types

Cooking oil  Canola, safflower, No larger than 1gal
sesame, etc

Olive oil No larger than 1gal

Rolled oats 1-5Ib bags/

containers

Sugar White or unrefined ~ No larger than 5lbs
evaporated cane juice

coffee Ground or beans

Tea Green, black, herbal,
bags or loose-leaf

salt

TIERRA NUEVA

is a multi-faceted ministry in Skagit County which is
collecting gifts for children who have a parent who will
be in jail over the holidays. Tierra Nueva will not only
provide much needed presents that help relieve the fi-
nancial burden on these families, but will also personal-
ly drop off the gifts so they can support and pray with
the families. For children in primary and intermedi-
ate grades: soccer balls, basketballs, school supplies,
and art supplies tend to be the biggest “hits.” Other
gift suggestions include: warm coats; mittens; gloves;
hats and scarves; toys (none that suggest a violent
theme, please); barrettes and hair ribbons; books
(Spanish-English if possible); games; and jewelry; and
wrapping paper to wrap the gifts. Tierra Nueva prefers
that gifts not be wrapped. Please label clearly with the
agency name.

TRETTIN DROP-IN PRESCHOOL

is described by many parents as a “lifesaver”. Between
8am and 4pm each day, a diverse population of children
“drop in” to Trettin, which is housed in our church.
This activity-filled preschool would be pleased to
have: natural and cultural fabrics/cushions, natural bas-
kets, and new or gently used books (especially about
diversity, science and nature). Please label gifts.
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Dec 2, Recology Tour

Several members of Sacred Earth Matters are going on
a tour of Recology, an integrated resource company
which collects and processes solid waste, reclaiming
useful materials which otherwise would be buried in a
landfill.

Come and find out the latest about what can and can-
not be recycled. We have room for 8-10 more people.

Contact Francie Rutherford at 206 300 2791.

Welcome New Members
Dec 15, during worship

Interested in joining our church? If you have been at-
tending worship with us, and are ready to become a
member, we would love to help you take this formal
step. Whether you have attended a Welcome/Inquirers
Lunch or have been attending long enough that you
feel you are familiar with our community, we invite you
to consider membership.

The process for membership is simple: fill out a one-
page application so that we can know about you, and
we request a 2-3paragraph biography to help our com-
munity get to know you. We meet before the service to
walk through the short liturgy.

Interested? Please call or email Welcome Committee
Co-chair Virginia Felton at 206-979-7539 or email her
at inquirers@univetrsityucc.org.

Plan now for the Advent Workshop
Dec 15, after worship in Ostrander Hall

Our annual Advent workshop is growing! What was
once an event mainly focused on Children and families
is now a crafting extravaganza for kids of all ages!

Connect with other groups and the larger church com-
munity. Your group could lead a craft, or help behind-
the-scenes. The more the merrier!

All are welcome and encouraged to participate!

Vicki Farmer is coordinating this event:
vickifarmer@hotmail.com or 206-714-7743.

Superfluity is around the corner!

Mark your calendars:
We will take donations starting on January 21.

We welcome volunteers for sorting on Wednesdays,
starting on January 29.
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Nov News: Seabeck 2020

~ Beth Bartholomew, Seabeck Committee

Coming July 5-10, 2020: Fazith, Science & Environmen-
tal Stewardship with David Roon, PhD.

Plan now

Mark your calendars and sign up for vacation time! Be
sure you can enjoy the fresh air, good food, and good
company next Summer at All-Church camp at Seabeck
Conference Center on Hood Canal.

Living responsibly with God’s creation

Explore new understanding of how to live responsibly
within God’s creation. David Roon, PhD, teaches at
the University of Idaho, and is looking forward to shar-
ing the spiritual and scientific sides of ecology and con-
servation biology. He will visit us this Winter, date
TBA.

Progress on Pines

Old Pines is now retired from housing. Habitat for Hu-
manity carried off everything they could use. The local
SWAT team and Fire department have used the old
building for practice. No trees were harmed in the pro-
cess.

Power panels to the Meeting House were moved in
October and the old staircase has come down. New
Pines is on track to open in May.

Fun Nights

Future Church & Homse 1ssues will have information on
Seabeck fun nights.

Seabeck Book Club Selection

Start reading now the book Brazding Sweetgrass: Indigenons
Wisdom, Scientific Knowledge, and the Teachings of Plants by
Robin Wall Kimmerer. Each chapter reflects on a dif-
ferent aspect of relating to and thinking about our envi-
ronment and each takes some meditation. The author
explores the spiritual connection with living things she
knows as a Native American, with the science she
learned as a Biology professor. Both Seattle and King
County Public Libraries have multiple copies — and
long waiting lists, so get on the list now or buy your
own.

This book was enthusiastically recommended by Jessie
McAbee, a plant biologist and chair of our Seabeck
Committee.
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Worship and Preaching Calendar—Sunday worship service—1 Oam

Autumn Worship Series: Brave! Stories of Courage and Wonder

This Fall, our worship series centers on what it means and takes for us to have a faith that helps us to be brave and
believe in wonder. We will read and hear stories of many forms of bravery and courage.

In facing change and threats to our values, we need tools to meet the anxiety of these times and this particular
transitional time for our congregation. We need to remember delight and wonder while cultivating resilience. We
need experiences of joy and hope to feed our souls, and reassure us while fostering courage to resist evil and per-
sist in the Way of Love. We need to recognize the Ways of Jesus taking root and blossoming all around us, per-
haps in places we have never been taught to look.

Our Worship Series work is in the midst of moving — from something people come to UCUCC to experience, to
being an experience that inspires and invites activity beyond our walls and beyond Sunday morning.

November 3, 2019 November 17, 2019

Brave! Stories of Conrage & Wonder: Brave! Stories of Conrage & Wonder:
Giving to Feed/ Eat OR Courage to Give We Can Do All Things

Preaching: Todd Smiedendorf Preaching: Catherine Foote

scripture: Matthew 14:14-21 scripture: Philippians 4:10-13

November 10, 2019 November 24, 2019

Brave! Stories of Conrage & Wonder: Brave! Stories of Conrage & Wonder:
Programming Made Possible By. .. Courage to Rejoice

Preaching: Amy Roon Preaching: Amy Roon

scripture: Philippians 4:14-19 scripture: Philippians 4:1-9



